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New year – New challenges
A warm welcome to our readers to this the 33rd issue of
Primary Times. 
A new school year often means new faces waiting for
something surprising to happen in the English language
classroom, especially if the children are in the first year. 
Children in the first year are taught how to learn and
how to behave when they are at school. Then they start
learning English and many of the things they have been
told not to do when learning other subjects are
permitted in the EFL classroom! 
They are asked to talk to each other in controlled
exercises, to move from behind their desks and play
(language) games as well as encouraged to repeat
words and sentences in exactly the same way as they
hear them recorded on a CD. 
Very different learning/teaching methodologies!

An important function of the L2 teacher, and not only
that of the teacher of the first year class, is to teach the
children how to learn and what behaviour is expected in
the classroom when they are asked to do very L2 type
exercises such as working in pairs or groups or moving
from behind their desks. Good behaviour plays an
important role in a successful EFL class. An article on
classroom discipline discusses this aspect.

The beginning of the school year also heralds a period
of revision of language taught in the previous year/s.
Children tend to store much of what they are taught in

continued on page 24

Exclusive

stand-up story-strip

poster + worksheets
This issue also includes a new spot the difference exercise and,
by request, a reprint of a previous set of pictures.
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Activity 2: School Subject Stickers

What you do
1. Ask the children to count their new exercise

books: they will need one sticker for each of them.
2. Get the children to draw a small symbol for

each subject on each sticker. Tell them to use
a pencil, so that they can correct their
drawings.

3. Once they are happy with their symbols, have
them colour the stickers with the felt-tip pens.

4. If the children know the names of the subject
in English, get them to write the names next to the symbols they have drawn. If they do not know
the words, write them on the blackboard and get the children to copy them with their pencils. 

5. Check the spelling, then get the children to trace the words with the coloured felt-tip pens.

One of the most appreciated aspects at the beginning of the school year for children is the
possibility to personalise their belongings. Is there anything better than drawing their own subject
stickers for their brand new exercise books?

Activity 3: Make a table chest of drawers

What you do
1. Give the enlarged photocopies

of the templates to the children
and ask them to cut out 
the shapes following the 
drawing.

2. Ask the children to glue the big shape (number 1) on the big sheet of coloured cardboard.
3. Ask the children to cut out the cardboard following the shape of the template.
4. Get them to fold and glue the sides following the instructions written on the template. Be

careful that the template ends up on the inside of the container!
5. Have the children glue the smaller shapes onto the other coloured sheets of cardboard.
6. Ask them to cut out the cardboard following the shapes of the drawers, then to fold and glue the

sides following the instructions written on the template. Be careful that the templates end up on
the inside of the drawers!

7. Now ask the children to draw and cut out the decorations they like from the other cardboard sheets
(if they want a Halloween container they can draw bats, spiders, ghosts. If they want an everyday
container, they can draw flowers, stars, cats...).

8. Get them to glue their decorations onto the container and the drawers. 
9. Slip the drawers into the container!

This activity can be used either as a welcome back craft task or as a Halloween craft activity: it
depends on the kind of decorations the children glue onto the drawers. 
A CD can be used to measure the drawers so that children can also use their drawers as a CD
container. In this case the photocopiable templates cannot be used.

What you need:
• adhesive white labels
• pencils

• coloured felt tip pens
• new exercise books

What you need:
• 1 enlarged photocopy of templates for each kid • pencils
• 1 very big sheet of coloured cardboard • rulers
• smaller sheets of coloured cardboard (many • scissors

different colours) • glue



Activity 4: Make a Halloween window

What you do
1. Using the white cardboard, draw and cut out two long strips

(they will be used to divide the window into four rectangles).
2. On the brown cardboard, draw and cut out a fence as long as the

long side of the A3 black cardboard.
3. Glue the fence onto the lower part of the long side of the black

cardboard.
4. Glue the two white strips onto the black cardboard to make the

window. 
5. On the orange cardboard, draw and cut out the shape of a pumpkin,

then use the black felt-tip pen to turn the pumpkin into a Jack-o-
lantern. Glue the Jack-o-lantern onto the black cardboard.
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What you need: • scissors
• 1 A3 sheet of black cardboard • glue
• coloured cardboard (purple, brown, orange, white...) • black felt-tip pens
• pencils • a piece of cloth
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