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One of the happiest times of the year for children is
rapidly approaching, the Christmas season. The
children will be very motivated to take part in

Christmas activities whether they be manipulative
tasks or reading/listening to stories and
information about the season. It’s a great
opportunity for the children to discover the
differences in Christmas traditions between
Italy and the United Kingdom. Also, get the

children who come from different regions
or different cultures to talk about how
they celebrate the Christmas season.
In this issue we have included the lyrics
and music links to many popular
Christmas carols that are sung by the
young and the old. Other seasonal
materials include worksheets,
Christmas theatre as well as
information on non-religious activities
suitable for this time of year.
One of the consequences of changes
taking place in the organisation of the
Italian primary schools is that more and
more teachers of L2 are also teachers of
L1 or other subjects on the primary
curriculum. With this in mind, we are
including a special insert – ELMEDI
EXPRESS – in this issue of Primary Times.
This first insert will be especially useful for
the teacher of Italian. The material features

a board game based on aspects of citizenship
to be played in small groups. The board game can

be photocopied if more than one group wants to play at
the same time. If you do not teach L1, please pass the insert to

another teacher, we are sure that they will appreciate the gesture.
Have a great Christmas and a restful New Year!Special insert

ELMEDI EXPRESS

For teachers of L1
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Christmas comes but once a year…
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Kids’ Corner is
a special section of 

Primary Times
dedicated to very 

young learners.

Kids’Corner
Giulia Abbiati

What you need:
• coloured cardboard
• pencil
• scissors
• paper fasteners

Activity 1: Christmas greetings

What you do
1. Divide the class in small groups.
2. Give each child a different thing to do: one draws, one cuts

out, one punches the holes and one prepares the paper
fasteners, so that everybody will be busy at the same time.

3. Write the greetings on the blackboard and invite the children to
draw the letters. Ask them to:
• draw each letter onto a different piece of cardboard. All the

letters and stars should be approximately the same size.
• cut out the letters and stars and get them to punch holes

where the letters will be clipped together.
• clip the letter with the paper fasteners. Remind the children

to read the words on the blackboard to make sure they are
fastening them together in the correct sequence. 

• put a star between the words so they don’t get mixed up
together when you read.
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Activity 3: Make a hard-boiled Father Christmas...

What you do
1. Cut the cardboard exactly the same size

as the kitchen sponge cloth.
2. Draw a Christmas scene onto the cardboard.

(This could be a scene taken from the
Christmas play, see article on page 19.)

3. Colour the drawing.
4. Use a pencil to draw the shapes of at

least 20 jigsaw puzzle pieces onto the
drawing. Trace them with the sharp
pointed marker.

5. Glue the cardboard onto the sponge
cloth.

6. Cut out the jigsaw puzzle pieces.
7. Work in pairs: exchange your puzzle

and rebuild your partner’s puzzle before
he/she finishes yours!

What you do
1. Glue some cotton wool onto the top of the

hard-boiled egg to make Father Christmas’ hair.
2. Draw and cut out a triangle of red cardboard

to make his hat.
3. Fold the triangle and glue it on the back to

make a small cone.
4. Cut a length of cotton wool and glue it

around the bottom of the cone.
5. Glue the hat on top of the hard-boiled egg.
6. Draw two eyes, a nose and a mouth onto the hard-boiled egg.
7. Cut and glue some cotton wool over and under the mouth of your hard-boiled Father Christmas

to make his moustache and beard.

Activity 4: ... and a hard-boiled Rudolph

What you need:
• one hard-boiled egg per child
• brown cardboard
• red and black markers
• pencil
• glue
• scissors

What you need:
• one kitchen sponge cloth • coloured felt-tip pens • glue
• white cardboard • sharp black pointed marker • scissors
• pencil

Activity 2: Make a Christmas jigsaw puzzle

What you need:
• one hard-boiled egg per child
• coloured markers
• a small piece of red cardboard
• cotton wool
• pencil
• scissors
• glue


