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IN CASO DI MANCATO RECAPITO INVIARE AL CMP/CPO DI ROSERIO VIA C. BELGIOIOSO,
165/11 MILANO PER LA RESTITUZIONE AL MITTENTE PREVIO PAGAMENTO RESI

Memary - Mamory -  Memory
Welcome to the 30th issue of Primary Times and to the new
school year which has just started. As readers will realise when
browsing the index below, the contents in this issue are a little
different than in previous editions.
We have invited contributors to Primary Times to write a special
feature article using the same title as their starting point. 
The teachers who have written the articles were free to interpret
the title as they wished. We, therefore, have great pleasure in
publishing six articles entitled: 

Linking words to physical movement in 
order to facilitate memorisation

It is generally accepted that when a sentence is accompanied
by an action, children tend to remember the language through
the action: Learning through doing. However, methodologically
the teacher must take extra care in preparing the children for
this type of activity which, if not well planned in advance, can
end up being fairly disruptive in the class.
Each of the teachers approaches the title from a different
viewpoint and they all make very interesting reading. The
photocopiable worksheets which readers normally find in
Primary Times are replaced by the teaching ideas and
worksheets included in the articles.
This issue of Primary Times also includes an article which
examines another aspect of a child’s learning process. Children
retain very little of what we teach them so that teachers spend a
great deal of time recycling, reinforcing, revising language in an
effort to move memorisation from short-term to long-term
memory banks. Have a great school year!















8

P R O J E C T S  F O R
C L A S S  A N D  T E A C H E R

Our sincere thanks to the teachers and children who take part
in our Class Projects. Record entries were received for the
December 2007 project with over 3300 children from 110
Primary schools! The postcards were all very special. 
The project for this issue gives the teacher the opportunity to
introduce one of the aspects of British civiltà in the Primary
classroom. 

CLASS Project – October 2008 – Issue 30
Each child must choose one of the members of the Royal Family (encourage the class to choose as many different
people as possible). 
Each child must draw and colour a picture of one of the Royals and write a description of the person either below
the picture or on the reverse side. 
A4 size paper is recommended. 
All the written language must be in English and physically written by the children. 
Teachers are asked not to correct or re-write the sentences produced by the children.

Each child who takes part in this project will receive a special poster
which can be either kept in the school 

or put up on bedroom walls!

We are producing a new poster illustrating the various parts of the body. This lexical set is very often introduced 
in the first years of learning linked to numbers and is then extended in later years when have got, physical 
descriptions, emotions and illnesses are taught. 
The words are listed on the sides of the poster and the teacher can ask the children to label the illustrations at different
times over a longer period. If the posters are kept at school, the children can take them home when they are completed.

Send the project materials together with the completed project form to:
Primary Times, Class Project – Issue 30
Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori spa, Corso Trapani 16
10139 Torino

The materials should arrive in our offices by 31.12.2008.
We may publish extracts from some of the projects in future issues of Primary Times.
All the materials submitted become the property of Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori spa and reproduction
rights are reserved.

Together with family relationships (mother, father, brother etc.)
introduce the various members of the British Royal family using
photographs cut out from magazines or pictures downloaded
and printed from the Internet. Ask the children to describe each
member of the family using words and expressions of physical
description. This activity can also be extended to include Italian
personalities.

This form must be completed and attached to the front page of the project materials.

30

Name of school _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________________ CAP _________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________ @ _____________________________________________________

Name of teacher _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of children presenting their illustrations and texts ________________________________________________________

Signed by the teacher _________________________________________________________ Date ________________________________

Class prClass project oject 
The Royal FamilyThe Royal Family
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Welcome back to school! 

After the summer break children are happy to
meet their school-friends and teachers again and
expect that the new school year will be full of
wonderful surprises and new things to learn…
but they are also sorry to have left all their new
friends in the places where they spent their
holidays and for the end of that special kind of
freedom that children experience only when
they are away from school.
This is one of the reasons the children are happy
to speak about their holidays and this topic can
be used as a springboard for revision activities.

The first activities in this issue’s Kids’ Corner are
useful to re-focus the children’s minds to a
studying mode. These activities give children the

Kids’ Corner is
a special section

dedicated
to very young

learners.

chance to both think back on their holidays and
to build some new small objects that they can
keep for the coming school year. 
Many of the other activities are inevitably linked
to Halloween. Teachers may find a little
repetition in Halloween activities and cut-outs
(ghosts, witches, bats and scary objects) but
children in the first years of primary school like
repetition, which is useful for memorisation. Of
course, there will always be new first-year
classes, who have never experienced the
enjoyment of Halloween craft tasks!

So, enjoy a new October Kids’ Corner!

Kids’Corner
Giulia Abbiati

What you need:
• big sheets of paper (poster size) – one for each

group of children – or many small sheets to be
taped together

• white paper
• tape
• glue
• coloured pencils and felt-tip pens
• pictures or postcards from last holidays
anything children might have brought back with
them: seashells, sand, dry flowers, stones...

Activity 1: Back from summer holidays poster

What you do
1. Divide the children into groups of 6-8.
2. Divide the blank poster by the number of

children in the group, giving each child the
same space.

3. Draw three/four lines on the bottom side of
each space where children will write.

4. Ask the children, in turn, to write their name
and the place they want to illustrate on their
part of the poster.

5. Ask the children to draw the place where
they have been and to stick the drawing onto
the poster. They can also glue postcards or
pictures onto the poster. Remind them that
they will have to write a short description (a
couple of lines) about the place they are
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What you need:
• cardboard
• a pencil
• coloured felt-tip pens
• scissors
• a short piece of ribbon or string

Activity 3: Beaded key-rings

illustrating, or a couple of lines about why they like this place, so they should not glue too many
things in their space.

6. Ask the children, in turn, to write, with a coloured felt-tip pen, a short description of their
drawing/pictures or postcards: This is... . The sea is blue and there are many beaches. or This
is... I love the mountains because... Children can also write the names of their holiday friends
and glue their pictures onto the poster.

7. Help the children who want to glue small things like seashells, to put glue onto the paper and to
stick their small objects. They can glue sand, too.

Follow up
Especially with classes in years 4 and 5, the children can be asked to prepare class surveys based on
the information on the posters; how many children went to the sea/mountains etc.

What you do
1. Encourage the children to choose a subject (lexical set) from which to choose a name for their

new schoolbag name tag. Sets can include: animals, cartoon characters, abstract subjects or the
Halloween set (i.e. a bat or a witch’s hat etc.).

2. Get the children to draw their character or subject onto the cardboard.
3. Tell them to colour it but to be careful to leave a blank space in the middle or on one side

where they can write their name and that of the class.
4. Ask them to cut it out and punch a hole on one side of the tag.
5. Get them to thread the ribbon through the hole and tie it to their schoolbag.
6. To make the name tags more resistant they can be covered with adhesive plastic.

Activity 2: Schoolbag name tags
This can either be a back-to-school activity or a Halloween activity depending on the lexical sets
chosen for the illustrations.

What you need:
• photocopies of the template
• coloured beads
• two long plastic threads
• a short keychain (or a ribbon)
• a key-ring


