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Strategies
for Personalising
Student Learning

Donatella Santandrea and Philip Curtis

By now the classic formula for the presentation of new language is well-established. It is the famous PPP
lesson: Presentation, Practice, Production. The target structure, function or vocabulary is introduced through
a listening or reading exercise, it is isolated and the learners are asked to focus on it, it is then practised using
a variety of skills and finally the students are encouraged to produce the language on their own. With
subsequent revision and recycling, the language can be said to have been ‘learnt’.

It is in this third phase that a fourth ‘P’, Personalisation, can take place. Producing language is much easier if

it is personal to the student yet in our experience many teachers are reluctant to use their most valuable

resource, the students themselves, for this purpose.

Here are just some of the justifications for spending more time encouraging your students to personalise their

learning:

* familiar images are easier to visualise and associate and therefore to remember: students remember
language better when it becomes real and relevant to them.

* building a good memory means introducing two processes: the first is ‘visualisation” and it involves
creating images in our brains that are linked to new language; the second is ‘association” which involves
linking new language to old language.

e familiar images are easier to visualise and associate and therefore to remember: students will always find it
easier to remember their parent’s jobs, a description of their bedrooms and their favourite sports, food etc.

* personalising language is also stimulating and fun. It creates energy and enthusiasm. We all love talking or
writing about ourselves and our students are no different. Quizzes, questionnaires, personal descriptions,
‘my favourite” posters and class surveys are all popular non book-based activities that students enjoy.

* the process of personalisation reinforces the communicative motive of language learning. It offers our
learners space in which to create language and to talk, above all, about themselves. It's not surprising that
it's during the personalisation phase of a lesson that students most frequently ask “How do you say ... in
English?” (or more commonly “Come si dice ... in inglese?”) as a response to their desire to communicate
something about themselves. In short the learning becomes real and the personalisation phase becomes a
natural arena in which new language can be introduced.

In our experience, many teachers seek to reduce this part of the learning. The usual reasons of a lack of time
and suitable resources are cited to which can be added concerns about classroom control. We feel however
that personalisation does not need to create problems. All topics can easily be personalised: a personal daily
routine can be written and then read - a personal family tree can be drawn and described - drawings of
houses and bedrooms can be made and labelled in English - personal lists of likes and dislikes, things
individual children can and cannot do, things they have and have not got can be drawn up - personalised
photo albums can be made and presented to practise the present continuous form, e.g. “In this photo I'm
with my brother. We're in the mountains and we're fishing!”



A great idea that you can use a lot with years four and five is The Silly Sentence Game. This gives students the
opportunity to become ‘someone else’ and therefore adds variety (and humour) to the process of personalisation.
You need: 8 shoeboxes; lexical sets for numbers (used for ages), countries, adjectives, jobs, places, actions,
food types and animals. The sets can be either words or (better) words and images. One set per box. If the
words can be printed on card and then covered with plastic, they last much longer. Including some “silly’
words in each set is the point of the game. Food might include ‘snake’, jobs might include ‘Queen of
England’ and actions might include ‘walking on the moon’ etc.

Process: A student comes to the front and says their name. Then taking a card from the first box announces
how old they are, taking a card from the second box announces where they are from, from the third box an
adjective to describe themselves, from the fourth their job, the fifth their location, the sixth their current
action (to be mimed), the seventh a food that they like and the eighth an animal that they don't like.

The other students can be involved by asking questions to elicit the information.

The game can become a competition by dividing the class in two teams who then have to remember all the
information about that person.

The result might be something like this: “My name is Philip. I'm 94 years old. I’'m from Brazil and I'm very
young! I'm a ballet dancer and I’'m in the shower. I'm watching a DVD. | like hamburgers but | don't like dogs.”

Notes for the teacher on the worksheets on pages 13 and 16

Activity: Valentine’s Day Quiz

Class: 4/5

Aim: to offer students the opportunity to complete a personalised quiz to find out how

‘romantic’ they are.

Key Vocabulary/Structure: ‘My favourite...” ‘I prefer...” ‘My ideal holiday is...’

Skills: reading, speaking, writing

¢ Distribute one worksheet to each child.

* Get the students to read the questionnaire, individually or as a group. Pronunciation and
understanding can be checked. Ask them to mark their answers on the sheet (point out that if the students’
favourite colour isn’t listed, for example, they must mark their favourite of the alternatives offered).

¢ Ask the children to add up their scores and complete the writing phase. Then invite them to read out their
profiles to the class.

An alternative or extension activity for more knowledgeable students could involve completing the

questionnaire in pairs. This would necessitate pre-teaching the questions e.g. “What do you do in your free

time? Do you read, write poems or play sports?” The writing would then be completed using the third person.

“In her spare time, Cecilia reads.”

Activity: Revision Questionnaire — All about ... .

Class: 4/5

Aim: to offer students the opportunity to complete a questionnaire while reviewing key structures and

practising three language skills. Transfer of first and second person interview into third person writing.

Key Vocabulary: Food, actions, sports, personal possessions; It’s ... /They’re OK. Yes, a bit. Not much. Not

very well. Not at all.

Key Structures: Have you got...? Do you like...? Can you...? short answers; third person singular agreements

Skills: reading, speaking, writing

¢ Divide the children into pairs.

e Distribute one worksheet to each pair.

¢ Students conduct the interviews section by section. The teacher can introduce the new language from the
answers for each section and practise the pronunciation and intonation of these.

* Get the students to complete the writing section and read their partner’s profile to the class.

Donatella Santandrea is a primary school teacher in Faenza (RA). She is co-author of My Summer Friends, Pearson-Longman, and
Primary Teaching Files, LANG-Pearson Longman. Philip Curtis is the Director of a language school in Faenza (RA). He is co-author
of My Summer Friends, Pearson-Longman.
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REVISION QUESTIONNAIRE WORKSHEET
ALL ABOUT .......cconinnensenssssssnsansen

(write your partner’s name)

Draw your
partner here

e Ask and answer the questions.

food activities
Do you like...? Can you...?
Yes. It's OK. Not much. Not at all. Yes, Yes, a bit. Not Not at all.
They’re OK. very well. very well.
1. chocolate ] ] ] ] 1. play the guitar L[ ] ] ]
2. pizza ] ] ] ] 2. ski ] ] ] ]
3. ice cream [] [] [] [] 3. swim [] [] [] []
4. meat [] [] [] [] 4. skateboard [ [] [] []
5. chicken ] ] ] ] 5. dance ] ] ] ]
6. cake O O O O 6. draw O O O O
7. salad ] ] ] ] 7. sing ] ] ] ]
8. potatoes ] ] ] ] 8. make a cake L[] O O O
9. bananas ] ] ] ] 9. speak French [ ] ] ]
10.eggs ] ] ] ] 10.ride a horse [ ] ] ]
11.tomatoes O O O O 11.send an SMS [} O O O
12.hamburgers [ ] ] ] 12.climb atree [l ] ] ]
clothes
Have you got...?
Yes No Yes No
1. blue jeans O O 7. white trousers O O
2. ahatorcap O O 8. yellow shorts O O
3. black trainers O O 9. brown shoes O O
4. ared T-shirt ] ] 10.a blue jacket ] ]
5. pink socks ] ] 11.a purple bag ] ]
6. a green jumper O O 12.an orange scarf O O
MY PArtNEI’S NAME IS ... e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeas .
HE / SRE TIKES ..ottt e ettt e e e et e e e ettt e e e e entbeeeeeeannsaeeeeeennnes .
He / She dO@SNt [IKE ....ooiiiiiieie et et et e et e et eeas .
HE / SNE CAN L.t et ettt e et e e et e e antaeeen .
HE / SNE CAN't oottt et e ettt e et e ettt e e ettt e et e e e et e e e enrreeen .
HE / SHE NAS GO ..ottt .
He / She hasnt GOt ......ouiiiii e e .

16



Formazione linguistica a.s. 2005/06 — 2006/07
direzione didattica statale 1°circolo “De Amicis”
Acquaviva delle Fonti (BA)

Module: [anguage, culture and festivities

Cecilia Ferillo

A Christmas message

Objectives:

To promote intercultural awareness and
understanding (also develops Convivenza Civile);
differences and similarities between Christmas in
Italy and Christmas in Great Britain;

to learn about and understand British traditions.

»

Brainstorming

Brainstorm language which is related to the
Christmas festivity.

Learners already know some vocabulary for
Christmas and teachers may like to use L1 as it is
important to recall previous knowledge.

3

Learn vocabulary related to Christmas time and write
simple messages.

Functions: What can | do with the language?
— Wish people a Merry Christmas;

— Say the names of Christmas symbols;

— Offer presents;

— Say thank you.

1

Vocabulary and structures:

Christmas cake, Christmas tree, presents, crackers, carols,
reindeer, star, angel, box, bell, ball, ribbon, mistletoe,
numbers, red, green, brown, white, yellow

Greetings:

We wish you a Merry Christmas; Have fun this
Christmas; Happy New Year;

This is a present for you; Thank you.

Methodology:

The communicative approach is used as it involves
learners in realistic communication, whereas the
accuracy of the language is less important. The focus
is mainly on the communicative task, the
performance. In this lesson we attempt to stimulate
in the children a desire to communicate what they
have learnt, and that is to express Christmas

Materials:

Photos, flashcards — green cardboard for Christmas
tree — white cardboard for cards

Length of module: 3 lessons

Final product: a Christmas card — decorations for a
Christmas tree

-

Greetings.

Activities:

Pictures and flashcards illustrating a traditional
British Christmas (food and cakes) in order to
stimulate curiosity;

comparing, through pictures or films, a British
Christmas/an Italian Christmas;

colouring, drawing, writing and cutting;
making Christmas trees and cards.

Special thanks to the teachers ‘in training’ for this creative contribution.

Cecilia Perillo is a teacher at all levels in both the public and private sectors. She is
a teacher trainer for LANG-Pearson Longman and co-author of Sing Along, LANG

Primary Resources and Let's Celebrate CD.

Primary @imes

keeping the teacher informed
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Christmas colours

Label and colour the pictures.

- is for Christmas Pudding
- is for holly

- is for red ribbon

- is for icing

- is for Santa

- is for Christmas tree

- is for mistletoe

- is for angel

“» > z 4 »w = =m T O

- is for Christmas star
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CLAPSRSO;:«E\ICDT?EFA?CRHER Class prOJBCt
a postcard from London &

The class project in this issue is an individual and send them to Primary Times. Each child will
project. Each child must produce a postcard from  receive a special present from LANG-Pearson
London. The teacher should then collect them Longman.

CLASS Project - December 2007 — Issue 28
Explain to the children:

They are on a school trip in London. They are visiting the many famous museums and monuments. They must each
design and write a postcard to their families in Italy.

They must choose a monument or scene and draw the picture on one side of the card.
On the reverse side they must write their message saying, for example, what the weather is like, where they are,

what they can see and what they are doing.

They should then address their card (they can invent an address in Italy) and draw the postage stamp.

Send the project materials together with the completed project form to:

Primary Times, Class Project — Issue 28
Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori S.p.A., Corso Trapani 16
10139 Torino

The materials should arrive in our offices by 14.03.2008.
We may publish extracts from some of the projects in future issues of Primary Times.

All the materials submitted become the property of Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori S.p.A. and reproduction
rights are reserved.

Dear Sister,

I am in London.

The weather is hot and sunny
r I N . - - N NN N NN I BN BN S B B S . N I BN NN I BN BN S B B S S .
I This form must be completed and attached to the front page of the project materials. I

28

| |
I Name of school I
I Address I
I City CAP I
| E-mail @ |
| Name of teacher 1
I Number of children presenting their postcards |
I Signed by the teacher Date |
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END NOTES

Looking for extra materials
linked to festivities?

Have a look at the festivities page on
our web site where you can find a

wealth of information on most of the
festivities celebrated in Great Britain.

Materials include background articles,
photocopiable worksheets, cut and
paste activities as well as downloadable
rhymes and songs.

www.lang-longman.it

The next issue of Primary Times will be published in March
2008 and will hopefully arrive well before the Easter break.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
is only distributed through a free
subscription service and during seminars
and conventions for teachers of English.

Primary Times is published three times a year,

in March, October and December.

Teachers can register subscriptions either on-line

at www.lang-longman.it or by using the coupon below.
Future issues of Primary Times are posted to home
addresses.

If you wish to comment on the articles in Primary Times,

please do not hesitate to write to us.
1 Il Il I D D D S B .

New subscription

Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori S.p.
corso Trapani, 16 - 10139 Torino " g
- FaxOl'I i/32021510 :
per informazioni:
Efﬁa Idl Mllano, g!fll 02 I748232 16
-mail: primary @lang-longman.it
hitp:/ /\gww |a)rlig ol!ingmmfJ |t
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Philip Curtis
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Sarah Gudgeon

Ursula Mulligan
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Change of address 1

Name

Home address

City

CAP

E-mail @

Telephone no.

School name and address

City

CAP

Course book used

I would like an agent to visit me at school

Ai sensi della Legge 675/96, con la presente vi autorizzo esplicitamente al trattamento dei miei dati
personali unicamente ai fini amministrativi per I'invio di materiali scolastici al mio indirizzo.

Signed

Yes (1 No d

Date

Post or fax to: Pearson Paravia Bruno Mondadori S.p.A. - Primary Times - Corso Trapani 16 - 10139 Torino - Fax 011 75021 510
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