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Happy New (school) Year!
When teachers open this October issue of Primary Times this
year’s summer holidays will be over. Hopefully, towns and
cities are not too wet and grey!
The new school year has just started and lessons are
underway. Teachers of all subjects have one important need,
the need to discover just how much the children have
forgotten or, more importantly, how much they remember
from the lessons in the previous school year.
A period of revision begins with the gradual integration of
new language items. This issue of Primary Times includes
discussions on the importance of revision accompanied by
specific worksheets. Teachers will also find lots of ideas for
lessons on the theme of Halloween. 
Inside this issue there is an imaginative 2007-2008 school
year calendar for the classroom wall. We hope that the
illustrations and photographs lead to interesting discussions
amongst the children. There is also an article linked to the
calendar on the teaching of the date from the first year of
primary lessons.
As the leading L2 publisher, LANG-Pearson Longman needs
to stay constantly in touch with the realities of the Italian
primary school in terms of the requirements and objectives
of both the children and the teachers. We have included a
questionnaire card with this issue of Primary Times and we
would be extremely grateful if you would fill in the card
answering the questions. When it is complete, please pop 
it into a postbox (no stamp is required). Please return the
card by 15th November 2007. We are very interested in
knowing not only what text books our readers have chosen
for 2007/8 but also the reasons teachers change from one
text book to another. We will send a small token of our

appreciation to all those teachers who complete and
return the questionnaire card to us.For your

classroom wall
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In most language courses for the
primary school, ordinal numbers
(first, second, third etc) are
introduced in text books during
the third or fourth years of lessons.
Ordinal numbers are often linked

to dates, results of races, the hit parade, royal
family dynasties etc.

However, the introduction of ordinal numbers
can take place much earlier in a child’s L2 career. 
Once the children are asked to use their copy
books either to draw a picture or to copy words or
sentences from the blackboard, the teacher has
the opportunity to ask the children to write the
date at the top of the page. 
The date of work done is a very useful reference
for both internal and external observers/readers.

It should also be noted that the date falls into an
important language set for the children. This set
includes common questions the children ask
during lessons about the weather, the date, their
hobbies, certain objects such as those in their
school bags, school subjects etc. 
This language set includes all the language the
children NEED and WANT to use during the English
language lessons. The language of the world around
them. The children have no opportunity to use the
English language outside the classroom, therefore
the teacher should spend time creating the NEED
for the children to speak, to listen, to read and to
write in English during lessons.

The teaching of the date goes through various
phases. The length of each phase depends on the
abilities of the class.

PHASE 1
The teacher says the date (It’s the 10th of
November two thousand and seven) and writes
10/11/2007 on the blackboard for the children to
copy.

PHASE 2
The children are asked to repeat the date given.

PHASE 3
The teacher writes the month in letters and the
children copy.

PHASE 4
The teacher should wait until a month begins and
exaggerate the pronunciation of the ordinal
number, explaining that there is a difference
between cardinal and ordinal numbers in the
Italian language too.
The teacher should insist on the correctness of the
ordinal number when the children repeat the date
(It’s the second of December two thousand and
seven).

PHASE 5
This phase is introduced before the end of this
cycle. The teacher should decide the timing.
The teacher introduces the day of the week
incorporated into the date. (It’s Wednesday the
second of December two thousand and seven).
The children repeat the complete sentence and
after several weeks will be asked to copy a list of
the days in sequence.
With this issue of Primary Times we are offering
the teacher an attractive school year calendar
which will facilitate the approach to the
introduction of the date during the English
language lessons.

Introducing ordinal numbers,
days of the week, 

months and the year

Introducing ordinal numbers,
days of the week, 

months and the year
Tim Priesack

keeping the teacher informed
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Kids’Corner
Maxine Jones

Autumn is here, and with it comes sadness for the end of
holidays… but the beginning of a new school year should
bring joy and curiosity to the children! 
In this Kids’ Corner the teacher can find games and
activities related to animals, flowers, rainbows and, of
course, Halloween topics.

Kids’ Corner is
a special section

dedicated
to very young

learners.

ACTIVITY 1: Cat Quack Quack 
This is a variation of a game popular with
children in many English speaking countries. 
First show children flashcards of different animals.
To help students remember the words and to make
it fun, say the word and ask them what sound the
animal makes. Repeat the word, saying “This is a
dog and a dog goes woof woof!” When you finish
going through the animals you have chosen, go
through them again, still showing the flashcards,
but mixing up the sounds. E.g. “This is a cat and a
cat goes cheep cheep!” Ask the students if that is
the right sound. When they say “No!!”, hold up
each flashcard and say “Does a dog go cheep
cheep?” etc. until you get to the right card. Then
you can go through them again, leaving silent gaps
for the children to fill in, e.g. “This is a... (show
flashcard of cat and children should say the word)
and a cat goes... (children make the sound).” Now
they are ready to play the game!

ACTIVITY 3: Halloween Rhyme 
Ask the children if they know anything about Halloween. Halloween is an American tradition, but it is
now quite popular in the UK and in Italy too, so everybody should know what it is all about.
Traditionally, on Halloween night, on October 31st, children dress up as ghosts, witches, bats and other
scary characters and go from home to home, knocking on the door and asking: ‘Trick or treat?’ If the
people in the house do not give them sweets, the children play tricks on them.
Here is a traditional Halloween rhyme for the children. You can accompany each line with an action,
and make this a fun and energetic Total Physical Response activity!

ACTIVITY 2: Circle Game 
Have students sit in a circle; place the flashcards
used for Activity 1 in a pile in the centre of the
circle. Revise the words before beginning the
game. Turn over the top card and explain that it is
the “magic” word. One student walks around the
outside of the circle saying as many words from
the flashcards as he/she can remember while
touching each student’s head... When the “magic”
word is said, the student whose head is touched
at that time must stand up and chase the student
who touched them around the circle. The first one
to sit in the empty place turns over the next
“magic” word. The student standing begins again;
“hamster, cat, dog...”. 
You can play this game with any lexical set, e.g.
animals, colours, items of clothing, food etc.
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ACTIVITY 4: Halloween Bat Hunt 
The Evil Witch has hidden 12 bats in the picture. Can you find them?

Trick or treat
(one child pretends to knock on a door and act threatening while another child pretends to open
the door and act scared)

Smell my feet
(the child knocking on the door shows his feet to the other child by waving them in the air, the
other child pretends to smell)

Give me something good to eat
(the child knocking on the door mimes the act of eating something delicious and the other child
mimes the act of giving them something)

(repeat everything twice)


