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It’s important to have some kind of procedure when
teaching a song or action song:
• first of all sing or play the song a couple of times

and simply let the children listen and absorb
the tune;

• play or sing the song again and get the children
to hum the tune;

• next, get them to join in with the actions only.
At this stage ask them what they think the song
means from the actions;

• finally, get them to do the actions and begin to
sing the words. 

Sometimes children get the rhythm of the song but
do not sing complete words (e.g. he not head or to
not toes). To help them with this, play around with
the speed of the song. 
Sing it exaggeratedly 
slow so they have time 
to completely 
pronounce 
the words, 
then speed 
it up etc. 

This is a lot of fun and the children love it!
It is always better that the teacher and the children
begin singing songs together as this helps children
build up their confidence and helps create a sense
of group identity. Once they are very familiar with
a song the teacher can give different parts to small
groups. This is a very useful technique in big classes
and also helps develop listening skills and team
work.
There is ample scope for follow-up activities when
a song has been taught during a lesson. Children
can be asked to draw pictures to illustrate the song.
Older children can even do gap fill exercises where
they put in the missing words. Over time, children
will probably come across a great many English
songs, so why not get them to create their own
personal song book to keep a record of them all.

Here is an example of an action song for Easter.

This song can be found in the Sunshine 1 Pupil’s Book and is also on
the CD audio included with this issue of LANG Primary.

Bunny Bunny
Bunny Bunny (put your hands pointing 

upwards on your head 
to make bunny ears)

Hop!Hop!Hop! (literally hop 
on one leg!)

Bunny Bunny (hands as ears)

Stop! Stop! Stop! (put hands out 
in front of you, 
palms forward)

Bunny Bunny (hands as ears)

Count with me (with index finger 
of one hand point 
to the fingers on the other)

Bunny Bunny (hands as ears)

One two three! (put up one… two… 
three fingers)


